Our Prayer for Sunday

O God, throughout the ages you judge your people with mercy,
and you inspire us to speak your truth. By your Spirit, anoint us
for lives of faith and service, and bring all people into your
forgiveness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Sunday’s Readings

The first reading is 1 Kings 17:1-21a: Ahab and Jezebel ruled
Israel in the days of Elijah. Misusing their royal power, they have
Naboth the Jezreelite killed in order to seize the land that is his
family inheritance. God sends the prophet Elijah to confront them
with their sin.

The Psalm is Psalm 5:1-8: Lead me, LORD, in your
righteousness; make your way straight before me. (Ps 5:8)

The second reading is Galatians 2:15-21: Paul preaches on the
power of God’s grace to make us faithful. We are made right with
God through Jesus Christ alone, through no work of our own. As
a result, Christ’s life has become our whole identity.

The Gospel is Luke 7:36—8:3: Through a dramatic encounter
of rich and poor, righteous and sinner, Jesus teaches the
relationship between receiving mercy and responding with a
lavish outpouring of love. Jesus also provokes his host by
claiming authority to forgive sins.

Thinking about the Readings
You’re not a sinner, are you? Neither Ahab and
Jezebel in the first reading nor Simon, the
Pharisee, in the gospel appear to think
themselves sinful. Ahab and Jezebel are too
busy satisfying their desires, even if it
requires murder, to see their sin. Simon is too
busy reminding himself how much better he
is than other sinners to see the truth.
Thanks be to God that we all have
people like Elijah in our lives, to look us
in the eye and speak the truth. Thanks
be to God that we have Jesus, who holds
us accountable and then, amazingly, when we least deserve it,
declares forgiveness. This is the gift of the church, for at its best
this is the place where Elijah holds us accountable and Jesus

declares forgiveness, even to known sinners.
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Eva Parsons

Eva Parsons, mother of Karen Parsons, Pastor of Pilgrim Church
from 1997 until her death in 1999, .died on June 5™. Please keep
her family in your prayers. To read her life story, go to
www.lifestorynet.com.

This Week’s ELCA Prayer Ventures

Every day, members of ELCA congregations are invited to join in
prayer to support ELCA ministries worldwide. This week’s
prayer ventures are:

6/13 Good and gracious God, we thank you for the signs of hope
in Brazil today. Continue to enliven the churches in their witness
to the hope in Christ that is brought within reach of men, women
and children in their everyday lives.

6/14 Thank God for the service of Carolyn Rasmussen, who is
serving as a volunteer teacher at Phoebe Hospital and School of
Nursing in Liberia.

6/15 Pray for Pastor Eric Wangen-Hoch and the ministry of
Living Stones Prison Congregation in Shelton, Wash. Ask God
to empower Eric’s preaching, the Inside and Outside Prison
Boards’ leadership, and the synod’s relationships with this
ministry, that lives and communities be set free to live in joy and
service to the living Lord.

6/16 Praise God for the many young people participating in the
Young Adult in Global Mission program. Today remember
Katherine Hagen, Heather LeMunyon, Kristen Opalinski,
Michael Ray, and Elliot Williams, who serve in a variety of social
ministry settings in South Africa.

6/17 World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought

Lift up in prayer the ministries of Desert Hills Lutheran Church,
Green Valley, Arizona, as it grows and flourishes in the desert by
proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

6/18 Pray for Korra Looschen, associate in ministry, as she
begins her ministry as a synod advocate for the Book of Faith
Initiative in the Grand Canyon Synod, and pray that the ELCA
will increasingly embrace the vision of the Book of Faith
Initiative: a vision that this church will become more fluent in the
first language of faith, the Scriptures.

6/19 Give thanks for all ELCA short-term volunteers who give
three to six months to service in locations around the globe.

You can find more information at http://www.elca.org/What-We-
Believe/Prayer-Center.aspx, including a link to subscribe to daily
email of the prayer venture for the day.
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Thai Dining on Sunday
fcct H The Grub Group will be dining at Aroy Thai, 4654 N. Damen,
Missional Action Team this Sunday, June 13", at 5:30 pm. This cheerful two-room
storefront features a menu of mostly Thai classics like tom yum
noodle soup, pad Thai, curry fried rice and green curry, plus
some house specialties. Try the signature thin rice noodles with

EE:' EGJ Our first step is defining community and ;
E_ : l also defining what it means to interact. We barbecued pork, green beans, radishes, plum sugar and ground

Pilgrim's Missional Action Team is enthusiastically attacking
m the challenge of how can Pilgrim engage
and interact with the larger community?

Know thi h already: W ('t ¢ peanuts, or the basil duck, with roasted duck stir-fried with
oW this much aiready: We want to create basil leaves, chili pepper and bell peppers for a change of pace.
a purpose and an energy at Pilgrim where

. ; . And it’s BYOB!! Please let Julie Lea know if you plan to join

| l people can turn ideas into action. We want .
the party; 773-764-3140. Thanks!
to be the sort of place where people get out

and make things happen. We don't want to be on "auto-pilot" --
rather, we want to channel our energy and creativity to really -~ . Garden Tour 2010
connect with others. Over the next several weeks, we will be ' e
talking about more concrete plans, and also creating the
infrastructure necessary so that future ideas can be nurtured and
put into action. Stay tuned!

> This year’s Garden Tour will be Sunday,
AL June 27", We'll gather for brunch at
& Dierdre O’Day’s backyard on Hermitage at
é{‘ NOON. We’ll see a couple of gardens of
i< Pilgrim members BUT this year we are
proposing a new venue to mix it up a
bit....We’ll be taking in some of the fabulous gardens in the
NorthCenter Garden Walk and ending with a potluck dinner at
Debi Johnson’s, 2160 W. Windsor, at 6:00pm. Please email
Karen Huelskoetter at khuelskoetter12@gmail.com if you're
planning to attend, or if you’d like your garden to be part of the
Tour. If you attend the potluck dinner, please bring a salad or
dessert, and a drink of your choice.
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June 13 Sunday 9:30am Worship Service
10:30am  Coffee Hour Team Karras
5:30pm Grub Group at Aroy Thai
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June 17 Thursday  6:30pm TOPS
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June 18 Friday 6:30pm Girl Scouts
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June 19 Saturday ~ 1lam-1pm Hot Meals Team #6
6:30pm Girls Scouts Movie Night
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June 20 Sunday 9:30am Worship Service T
10:30am  Coffee Hour Team Daniel
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June 21 Monday 7:30pm Executive Committee
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June 24 Thursday  6:30pm TOPS
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June 26 Saturday ~ 1lam-1pm Hot Meals Team #7
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