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Our Prayer for Sunday  

O Lord God, your mercy delights us, and the world longs for your 

loving care. Hear the cries of everyone in need, and turn our hearts 

to love our neighbors with the love of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

 

Sunday’s Readings 

The first reading is Amos 7:7-17: Amos, a shepherd from the 

southern village of Tekoa, is called by God to preach against 

Israel, the Northern Kingdom, in a time of economic prosperity. 

Today’s reading illustrates how Amos’s stinging criticism of 

Israel alienated him from those in authority, including King 

Jeroboam and the priest Amaziah.  
 

The Psalm is Psalm 25:1-10: Show me your ways, O LORD, and 

teach me your paths. (Ps 25:4) 

 

The second reading is Colossians 1:1-14: The letter to the 

Colossians was written to warn its readers of various false 

teachings. The first part of the letter is an expression of thanks for 

the faith, hope, and love that mark this community, including a 

prayer for strength and courage from Paul.  
 

The Gospel is  Luke 10:25-37: Jesus is challenged to explain 

what is involved in obeying the greatest commandment. Jesus tells 

a parable rich in surprises: those expected to show pity display 

hard hearts while the lowly give and receive unexpected and 

lavish mercy. 

 

Thinking about the Readings 

A wounded healer is someone who has 

experienced pain or suffering and through this 

experience gains empathy and knowledge that 

helps them heal others who are experiencing 

similar pains. The Samaritan could be 

considered an example of a wounded 

healer, because he has suffered the status 

of an outcast. This experience could be 

why he, unlike the priest and the Levite, 

notices the plight of that wounded person on the side of the road 

and provides help. Jesus points to the Samaritan as the person in 

the parable who should be emulated. One could interpret this as an 

exhortation to help those in need. But another way to understand 

this parable is that it is a call for us to recognize the identity we 

share with both the Samaritan and the wounded person. We too 

are outcasts in this world, wounded by the unmerciful ways in 

which this world works. God, who has become like us in Jesus, 

gives us the healing and mercy we truly need. 
  From Sundays and Seasons, copyright @ 2009 Augsburg Fortress. 

This Week’s ELCA Prayer Ventures  

Every day, members of ELCA congregations are invited to join in 

prayer to support ELCA ministries worldwide. This week’s prayer 

ventures are: 
 

7/11   7th Sunday After Pentecost 

God of peace, we thank you for the people of the Costa Rican 

Lutheran Church, the Salvadoran Lutheran Synod, the Lutheran 

Church in Nicaragua, and for the mutuality and solidarity that 

comes from their companion synod relationships with eight ELCA 

synods.  Watch over them with your love and grant them the 

strength to rise with the sun to meet each day with joy.. 
 

7/12   Praise God for the work of the Rev. David and Mary Kuck 

in Jamaica.  David teaches at the United Theological College of 

the West Indies, Kingston, and Mary teaches English both at The 

United Theological College and an international school. 
 

7/13   Remember in prayer Bishop Michael Rinehart and the 

people of the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast Synod who are 

responding to the synod’s call to prayer and action as the area 

struggles with the laregest oil spill in the nation’s history. 
 

7/14   Pray for the work of the “Synod Youth Ministry Band of 

Leaders” (SYMBOL), staff and volunteer leaders of synodical 

youth ministries, who gather next month for a retreat in Chicagao.  

The group’s leader this year is Tammy Jones West, North 

Carolina Synod. 
 

7/15   Lift up the ministry of Andrea and Luke Roske-Metcalfe, 

who serve as the country coordinators for the Young Adults in 

Global Mission program in Mexico.  Luke works with English 

speakers at El Buen Pastor Lutheran Church and accompanies 

AMEXTRA projects in Mexico City.  Pray for their ministry of 

sharing the faith, strength, dignity, and culture of Mexicans with 

ELCA members. 
 

7/16   Pray for the people of Haiti and the work carried out by 

ELCA World Hunger and ELCA Disaster Response through the 

Lutheran World Federation, the Lutheran Church in Haiti, and 

other partners, to support those who continue to rebuild their lives 

after a devastating earthquake. 
 

7/17   Praise God for the Spirit’s work in and among the members 

of Cristo Rey Lutheran Church in West Columbia, S.C..  Led by 

Dr. Andres Leone, a physician, this congregation-under-

development is the fastest growing congregation in the South 

Carolina Synod.  In 18 months, this spirit-filled faith community 

already has 100-140 people in worship on Sunday afternoons and 

has celebrated 40 baptisms, 13 first communions, and 11 

confirmations.  
 

You can find more information at http://www.elca.org/What-We-

Believe/Prayer-Center.aspx, including a link to subscribe to daily 

email of the prayer venture for the day. 
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Market Day Partners 

Peapod:  Market Day is joining with Peapod to offer home 

delivery of your favorite Market Day items in the Chicago area. 

If you just can't make it to your Market Day delivery, Peapod 

will deliver right to your door!  A special selection of our 

signature items is available online at www.peapod.com. And, 

every purchase of Market Day products will earn our school 

5%.  Earn extra profit for our school by ordering from Peapod, 

and enjoy home delivery of Market Day at 

your convenience!  
 

Sara Lee: Market Day has teamed with Sara 

Lee to offer a selection of our high quality 

products in Sara Lee stores in the Chicago 

area and Milwaukee. Choose Pilgrim School, 

and 5% of every Market Day or Sara Lee 

purchase you make will be designated to our school!  Shop for 

Market Day products at these convenient Sara Lee stores : In 

Chicago, there are stores at 4028 W. 59th Street , (773) 581-

9408, and at 7650 W. Touhy Avenue, (773) 763-4785. There’s 

also a Skokie location, 3760 Dempster Street, (847)673-2365 . 

For detailed store hours and additional locations, visit http://

www.marketday.com/about/ourpartners.aspx. 

 

Certificates in the Summer 

Doing some work on your car or getting an oil change?  Be 

sure to pick up a Jiffy Lube or Pep Boys gift 

card! Don't forget that you can pay your 

Kohl's bill with our Kohl's Cares for Kids 

gift cards- available in @10, $25, $50 and 

$100s. Pick up a Starbuck's card for that 

cooling pick-me-up!! 

Towerfest in August
 

Mark your calendars now for summer funȤȤ
Saturday, August 14th, is the date for the 2nd 

Annual Towerfest. If you were there last year 

you know it was big fun; if you weren't there, 

don't make that mistake again! This year not 

only will Towerfest feature last year’s band, The 

Pink Machine, but they will be joined by 

Athens, featuring our own Andrew Yearick  We 

are also looking for talented musicians who might want to play 

a set—please contact Jeff Mangrum (jmangrum887@aol.com).  

 

Youth Group at Great America 

On July 22nd the Youth Group is 

going to Great America! We'll leave 

from church around 9:00am, back 

around 6:00pm. Cost is $25 per 

person, this includes transportation 

and your entry into the park.  If you 

have your own season pass, the cost 

is $5.  Bring extra money for food or bring your own food 

along.  We will be renting a 15 passenger van--so space is 

limited!  RSVP to Pastor Karl by July 19th.  We're going to 

have a blast!  

 

Grub Group at Moody’s Pub 

The Grub Group will be going to Moody’s Pub, 5910 

N. Broadway, on Sunday, July 18th, for al fresco 

dining at 5:30 pm. Please let Julie Lea know if 

you plan to join the party; 773-764-3140. 

Thanks!  

  

THIS WEEK 

     

 July 11 Sunday 9:30am Worship Service 

   10:30am Coffee Hour Team The Valencia Family 

      

 July 15 Thursday 6:30pm  TOPS 

          

 July 17 Saturday 11am-1pm Hot Meals Team #1 

 

NEXT WEEK 

   

 July 18 Sunday 9:30am Worship Service 

   10:30am Coffee Hour Team Lea/Egebrecht 

   5:30pm Grub Group at Moody’s Pub 

      

 July 22 Thursday 9:00am Youth Group to Great America 

   6:30pm  TOPS 

          

 July 24 Saturday 11am-1pm Hot Meals Team #2 
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